
 
 

Networking Tips: 
 

1. University Career Center  
a. Reach out to them now, camp out at their office, get to know the staff there and let 

them know who you are and what you’re looking for 
b. They have access to and know who the alumni are in your field, they do not always 

grant access to that information easily as they want to ensure that only students 
appropriately prepared reach out to alumni 

c. Stay on top of upcoming events and offer to help out where possible 
 

2. University Clubs 
a. Join your local version of a Finance Club / Society / Investment Club / Whatever / 

business fraternity (e.g., Delta Sigma Pi) 
i. In your first year or so, be a reliable and excellent contributor 

ii. Later, after you’ve demonstrated capability and dependability, seek a leadership 
position 

3. LinkedIn 
a. Here’s how to reach out: 

i. Find alumni from your school that are 1-5 years head of you (if you go much 
further, they’re helpful but a bit removed from where you’re trying to get to 
right now) 

ii. Send out a cold intro connection request / message to them, here’s an example: 
Hi 
 
I’m a rising Sophomore here at XYZ State University and am exploring careers in YOUR INDUSTRY. I’d 
love to chat with you for 15 minutes to learn about your field, would that be ok?  
 
Best, 
 
Jane Snuffy 

iii. That’s it! Do NOT include your resume or a long-winded letter about yourself or 
why you think they’re awesome. The goal is just to get the meeting and to get to 
know them and their industry. This is an exploratory part of your career-phase. 

Interview Prep 
 

1. Get up to date on the markets, use the reading materials noted below as background prep 
2. Google the firm with which you’re meeting and see if there are any recent news articles about 

them 
a. Also get to know as much about the firm as useful (not necessarily everything) 



b. Try to find their latest market outlook, interviews on Bloomberg or CNBC, anything that 
they’ve put out that you can find so you can be fresh on their point of view 

3. Know your STAR stories when asked about projects/work 
a. Situation – what was the issue you faced? 
b. Task – what were you tasked to accomplish? 
c. Action – what did you do to try and accomplish your goal? 
d. Result – what was the outcome of this project? 

4. Have stories ready to go and be mindful of time 
a. As an example, a story about how you won the skating championship, in 2 mins 
b. Or a 30-second background on yourself 
c. Try to be very mindful of how deep they’re probing and don’t be afraid to say 

something like, “I can dive deeper into that if it would be helpful” 
d. DO NOT BLAB ON AND ON FOR 20 MINUTES NON-STOP 

 
Reading List: 
 

• Books 
o Expected Returns: An investor’s guide to harvesting expected rewards, by Antti Ilmanen 
o Beyond Diversification: What Every Investor Needs to Know About Asset Allocation, by 

Sebastien Page 
o Better than Alpha: Three Steps to Capturing Excess Returns in a Changing World, by 

Christopher Schelling 
• Twitter 

o @Convertbond; @BobEUnlimited; @Callum_Thomas; @SquawkCNBC; 
@RowlandKristan1; @BullandBaird; @AliciaMcElhaney; @business 

• Websites 
o Bloomberg – market news 
o Wall Street Journal – market news 
o BlackRock – look for their ‘Investment Institute’ site  
o Koyfin – market data 
o FRED – St. Louis Fed – lots of free market/research data 

• Podcasts 
o Bloomberg Surveillance – excellent interviews with market participants 
o Bloomberg Businessweek – in depth on a specific market topics 
o Morning Brew Daily – good overview of major news topics 
o Odd Lots – in depth of specific market topics 
o Capital Allocators with Ted Seides – interviews with buy side leaders 
o NPR News Now – 5 minute snippet of major news, updates every few hours 

• Other 
o J.P. Morgan: (these are free and excellent, just Google them) 

 Guide to the Markets (comes out quarterly) 
 Long Term Capital Market Assumptions (comes out annually) 
 Eye on the Market (comes out randomly) 

o Endowment Reports (Google these, helpful background on institutional allocators) 
 UNC Investment Management Company 
 University of Virginia Investment Management Company 
 Yale Endowment Investment Office 
 MIT Investment Management Company 


